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Construction Update 
 

 

After a long delay waiting for steel columns and beams to be 
installed we are back on track.  Last week alone (Nov 15th) 
we had electricians, plumbers, concrete, and sprinkler 
system workers on site.  (Yes, the back parking lot and drive 
area are a real mess right now!) 
 
The kitchen floor was cut to install underground water and 
sewer lines.  New concrete has been poured to cover over 
that work.   New breaker panels have been installed and the 
electricians are making those connections.  The city water 
line outside has been tapped into and a supply line has 
been run to supply our new sprinkler system.   
 
There is a lot of work still to be done.  We saved some 
money with All American Fire systems but used that savings 
on new doors for the classrooms upstairs and new exterior 
doors into the building.  This will be more esthetically 
pleasing and resolve some code issues at the same time.  
We are still looking for ways to save money on this project 
and have decided to do the interior painting ourselves 
saving between $2,000 and $3,000.   
  See pictures on page 7 

 
Pastor Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ñFirst Christian Presbyterian Church seeks to grow in faith in Jesus Christ, share that faith with others,  

and serve people in need with Christian Compassion.ò  

 

 

   

 

Weekly Schedule    
Sundays 
       9:30 a.m.               Sunday School 
        10:45 a.m.             Worship 

Wednesdays 
         6:00 p.m.              Choir    
Thursdays 
       Noon                       SIS meets       

           Special Services in December 
December 12

th
- 9:30 a.m. Communion Service 

10: 45 a.m. - Christmas Cantata 1
st
 United 

Methodist Church, Pryor. 
December 19

th
-10:45 a.m. ChildrenΩs Christmas 

Program during Morning Worship. 
December 24

th
 ς 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Communion Service. 
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The Chalice & 
 Presbytidings 

 

A publication of The First 
Christian- Presbyterian   
Church 
301 NE 1st St. 
Pryor, OK 74361 
fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net 
 
Sponsor: 
Church Growth  & Fellowship 
Committee 
918-825-2396 or 
918-825-1624 
Contributing Editor: 
Sherry Stephens 
918-825-2396 
sherryfcpc@sbcglobal.net 
Editor: Barbara Watley 

 
The Chalice-Presbytidings is 
published monthly to keep 
members and friends  
informed of the church and 
to report news about the 
First Christian-tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴΩǎ 
people and activities.  
 
Deadline for articles  is    
The 20th  of each 
 month 
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 The Financial Advisory 
committee met and considered 
the budget for 2011.  Several cuts 

were made to balance our budget.  Reductions 
were made in every area of the budget.  
Discussion has already begun on how we can 
better control line item costs.  To balance the 
budget we also had to cut our outreach.  We 
are not happy about this outreach cut and plan 
to grow our outreach budget in future years.  If 
our budget is so tight and we are making cuts, 
you may ask ñhow are we going to afford to 
hire a youth director?ò  The answer is we canôt 
at this time. 
 

We are disappointed with this development 
and had sincerely hoped to hire a youth 
director.  During our stewardship campaign we 
asked you to increase your giving so we could 
hire someone.  Many of you did increase your 
pledges and we  appreciate your commitment 
and sacrifice.  We need your increased giving 
in order to balance our budget for next year, so 
we hope you will give at the higher rate even 

though we do not have 
the money to hire a 
youth director. 
 

This was not planned.  
There was no intent to 
deceive you, by doing 
the old ñbait and 
switch.ò  We simply did 
not have a good 
handle on our actual 
expenses.  Now that 
we do, we can see we 
need the increased 
pledges just to make 
ends meet.  We hope 
you will stay committed 
to your higher pledge 
amount so we can 
indeed balance our 
budget.  
 

We will do everything 
possible to be good 
stewards and spend as 

little as necessary to provide the service you 
expect.  We anticipate reducing the number of 
mailings, cutting back on printing things, and 
take other such steps to save where we can.   
 

Volunteer Youth Director(s) 
If you have not read the article on Next Yearôs 
Budget, please read it first then come back to this 
article.  In lieu of a paid youth person we are 
planning a youth program staffed by some of our 
young adults.  Several young adults have already 
expressed an interest in helping with a youth 
group.  We want others with an interest in the 
youth to become involved as resource people.  
This is not an appeal for money!  We are asking 
people to give their time, energy, and ideas in 
support roles.   
 
Do you remember the old sayings, ñit takes a 
village to raise a child?ò  and ñmany hands make 
light work?ò  You can help out.  We are not 
looking for the same busy folks to do another job.  
We are looking for people who have the heart for 
our youth, who have some time to give and a 
willingness to be a part of this new ministry.  
Please begin praying now and if you are one of 
these people, wonôt you let Mark know you are 
willing?  See the article titled, ñJust say Yes!ò 

Office hours for Pastor Mark  
Sunday 9:00 AM to Noon, Monday, Tuesday. 
Wednesday, Noon ς 8:00 p.m. and Thursday, 10:00 
AM to 3:30 PM. 

Please call to confirm Mark is in the office. 
 

The First Christian- Presbyterian Church of Pryor, 
Oklahoma. 
 301 NE 1st St. 
Pryor OK 74361 
Email- fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net 
918-825-2396 (office)               
918-825-1624 Fax 
Pastor Mark Newman   
918-812-5492 (cell)         
918-341-5304 (Home) 
Email- fathermark46@hotmail.com 
On the web at:  www.fcpcpryor.org 

mailto:fathermark46@hotmail.com
http://www.fcpcpryor.org/


MM iissssiioo nn --OO uutt rr eeaa cc hh   

OO ppppoo rr tt uunn iitt iieess  
Our Current Giving Opportunities 

Purpose: Reaching out to the local community, 
helping those in need.   

Please remember that all mission opportunities, are 
just that, opportunities for you to give to the 
mission of your ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
give to ALL special mission offerings or projects.    

 Pryor Ministry Center 

 2 Cents per Meal 

  ά{Ŝǿ aǳŎƘ [ƻǾŜέ vǳƛƭǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  

 Angel Food Project at SE Baptist Church 

 ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ άCŜŜŘ aȅ tŜƻǇƭŜέ 5ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 

 Christmas Food Baskets 

Mission & Outreach Calendar 
Dear Church Members, 
    We will focus on one Mission or Outreach 
project per month.   ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ 
we will support next year.    We will continue 
supporting the Angel Food Project for some of our 
members,  Pryor Ministry Center and the 2 Cents-a-
Meal project.   
 
December: Christmas Offering-DOC- Regional  
  Angel Food-Christmas Boxes    
  Angel Tree-Christmas 
  Share the Comfort 

 

Share the 
Comfort 

 
Share the comfort is a 
program offered through 
the Municipal Utility 

Board to help those in need with their utility 
bills.   The MUB does not handle the applications 
for assistance or distribute any funds to our 
ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǿŜ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻnthly 
donations to Community Action Resource & 
Development Inc.   The MUB merely provides the 
service for collection of donated funds to the 
Share the Comfort Program. 
   

   If you would like to help Share the Comfort we 
will be taking monetary donations to send to 
MUB for this program.  This mission will be 
ongoing, though we are emphasizing it through 
the winter months as this seems to be the time 
of year that folks are hit the hardest and need 
help with utilities.   Share the Comfort offering 
envelopes will be available just for this purpose.  

Thursday Night Community Dinners 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

         

Seventy seven people attended dinner on the 
November 11th Thursday Night Dinner.  Beef  
Stew, cornbread and as desserts.    Our next 
Dinner will be on Thursday, December 9th  from 
5:00 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. and will be served in 
the Youth Center.  Pam Ingle will be in charge of 
the meal.  
      We  are also recruiting new cooks, because 
some will not be able to return after the first of 
the year when we hope to be cooking every 
week again.      We are simplifying our menu to 
help reduce some of the work involved, and we 
will review our serving policies.   
      Several suggestions have already been made 
about how to improve our program.  When we 
come back after the first of the year, we will be 
in a larger kitchen and dining facility.  There 
should be no need to seat people in the narthex.   
 

Special Days in December 
Å Second Sunday of Advent, December 5, 2010  
Å Third Sunday of Advent, December 12, 2010  
Å Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 19, 2010  
Å First day of winter, December 21, 2010  
Å Christmas Eve, December 24, 2010  
Å Christmas Day, December 25, 2010  
Å New Yearõs Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 
2010 

 



 
Letters ° Letters - Letters 

Letters, We got Letters! 

Dear Church Family, 

I want to thank you for the Angel Food Thanksgiving Box delivered to 

me.   It was a most thoughtful surprise and I am sure I will enjoy 

every bite. 

Thanks again,   Love, Louise Smith 

 

Prime Timerõs 
December 6th, 

Monday 
night, we 
will leave 

the 
church at 

4:00 p.m.,  
Drive to 

Muskogee, eat 
at Golden Corral and tour Honor Heights, then 
on to Tulsa to see the lights at Rhema.   We will 
return to the church by 9:00 p.m.  Make a 
reservation on the church van (space is limited) 
by calling the Church Office at 918-825-2396. If 
you need picked up and delivered back home, let 
us know when you call.  The cost is your dinner, 
and a donation of $1.00 to be given to Honor 
Heights.  

Summary of Giving for month of Nov. 2010 
Deposits                   Morning  Ser.             
First Sunday                        2,755.67                
Second Sunday                       3,269.24 
Third Sunday                            3,468.70 
Fourth Sunday                         2,407.38 
ωCƛŦǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅψψψψψψψ ψψψ  ψψψψψψ        
Total November                  $11,900.99 
            ωƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ 

October YTD  Income Report (as of 11-28-10) 
**2010 YTD. General Fund             $  105,578.11 
     2010 YTD. Memorial                   $      5,500.00 
     2010 YTD.  Fund Raisers             $    12,029.50 

2010 YTD. Building Fund            $    49,453.77 
YTD Income as of 11-28-10       $  190,962.39 

 

 ** includes designated funds  

 

   During Advent, many churches display Christmas 
trees decorated with Christian symbols called 
òchrismons.ó The name comes from the Latin 
phrase Christi Monogramma, which means 
monogram of Christ.  
   Most Chrismons are made of wood or Styrofoam, 
and they can be handmade or purchased at 
Christian supply stores.  
   The symbols, which represent aspects of Jesusõ 
life and ministry, include stars, angels, keys, 
doves, boats and various types of crosses. 

Advent opportunities 
 Here we are approaching the Advent 
season. This is one of my favorite times of the 
year. Memories of my childhood come to mind. 
In the center of the Christmas preparations, we 
had the true Christmas story. As a child, I had 
numerous opportunities to experience the joy of 
the story of the birth of our savior and redeemer. 
Worship experiences are being planned so you 
may have the wonderful story made real to you 
and your family. On the 28th of November, we 
begin the Advent season with the Hanging of the 

Greens during our regular worship. We will 

experience the traditions of the symbols of the 
season and how they became tradition. On the 
12th of December, we will have a short service 
with communion during the Sunday school hour. 
Then we will be going over the Methodist church 
to experience the Christmas Cantata that our 

choirs have been preparing to worship our Lord. 
We will have the joy of the Acdg_m`iÑn Nmjbm\h 

during worship on the 19th of December. This is 
always proves to be a fun way to worship. Then 
on the evening of December 24th, we have the 
opportunity to come together and remember the 
birth of Jesus and the reason he came into this 
world. Please take advantage of the 
opportunities to build some memories for your 
family so that they will always be able to 
remember with joy of the celebrations the birth 
of Jesus brings to each of us. 
 



 

Bible Quiz  

 

 PRAYER 

CONCERNS 

 Personal/Other: Becky 
Drake, Neva Brooner, 

Stanley Young, Gary Lawrence, Kathy Mathis, Harold 
Hirzel, Edna Yoder,  Frank Deffenbaugh, Gloria 
Jackson, Vinnie McCullah, Cara Morrison, Tyler & 
Whitley Bible, Sid Brandon,  Herbie Carman, Ron 
Elliott, Sandra Moore,Alicia Murray, Lea Melton, Rick 
Harrington,Bill Dickey, Scott Ebers, Valerie George,  
Jane and Don George, Cecil Lee,   Jessica Stephens, 
Don Ingle, and for  all  those who have lost friends 
and loved ones. 
Groups that also need prayer:  Military Service Men 
& Women, NEATS, OASIS, Pryor Ministry Center, 
Thunderbird Academy Students, Our government and 
Leaders, First Christian-Presbyterian Church,   FCPW 
Women,  FCPM- aŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ 
Chronic Illness/Shut-in: Jeanette & Kenneth Smith 
Sr.,  John Stone, Ellen Harvey,  Corey Brown, David 
Johnson, Dale Sadler, Leona Rose White,  Jesse & 
Cynthia Hickman, Bob & Diana Berkmeyer, Kim 
Kelley, Warren Pryor,  Mattie Rogers, Margaret  
Quiatto, Dorris Brown, Tommy & Liz Benge,  Glen 
Winters,  John Mitchell,   Chuck & Marguerite 
Morgan, Juanita Nash,  Dale Dunavant,  Todd Bethel,   
Hugh Carman, Rev. Pascual Espinosa,  John 
Honeycutt,  Bobby Schmitt,  Joan James,  Stan & 
Sondra Olivier, Harold Hirzel, Trina Wheeler 
Shepperd, JoAnne Casey, Sherry Hubbard,  Vicki Rush, 
Lee Kennicutt, Caroline Linell, Please  remember 
these  and others who are ill or  home bound.   
The Wider Church:  
It is important for us to remember that we are a 
connectional church.  Give thanks for the work and 
witnesses where our denominations live out their 
missions to serve our Lord Jesus Christ. 
NE Area Christian DOC Prayer list for December 
Yale Avenue, Christian, Tulsa-Mike Albert; First 
Christian, Wagoner-Greg Smith; Disciples Village-
Barbara Sales; Pray for the New Year and the 
Ministries of the Christian Church (DOC) in Oklahoma. 
 

 Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery Prayer list for 
December: Presbytery Meeting-John Calvin; EOP 
Presbyterian Women; First Presby, Fort Gibson; At-
large-Ministers & Validated ministries; First Presby, 
Henryetta; Presbytery Officers and Staff; East Side 
Presbyterian, Durant; Youth Council. 

'Remember to call the church office if a member 

of your family becomes ill or enters the hospital. 

      Prime 
Timerõs  Senior 

Ministry  
Nine tǊƛƳŜ ¢ƛƳŜǊΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ 
their lunch at bŀǇƻƭƛΩǎ 

November 10th.      
   They plan to meet again  on Wednesday, December 
8th  at 1:00 p.m. at Empire Buffet.  If  you need a ride 
or want further information just call the Church 
Office at 918-825-2396 or Liz Benge at 918-825-0209.  

 
The gospel of Luke tells about Joseph and Mary 
taking the baby Jesus to the temple òto present 
him to the Lordó (Luke 2:22, NRSV). An old man 
approached and said the Holy Spirit had revealed 
to him that he wouldnõt die before he saw the 
Messiah. Seeing Jesus and being moved by the 
Holy Spirit, this man proclaimed that the baby was 
indeed the Messiah.  
 
What was the manõs 
name?  
 
A. Simeon  
B. Simon  
C. Phanuel  
D. Zechariah  
 
Answer: A (See Luke 2:25.)  
 

SEW MUCH 
LOVE 

A ministry of Love 
The group will  meet again on 

Monday, December 6th, beginning at 9:30 a.m. and 
December 20th at 9:30 a.m.  Any new quilters are 
welcome to join us! They will continue to meet  first 
and third  Monday of every month. 
    Peggy Smith is now the leader in charge of Sew 
Much Love, and   If you would like a lap quilt or adult 
bibs made for someone, or if you would like more 
information as to how you can help this vital mission 
outreach program, (donations are always needed), 
see Peggy Smith, Gloria Harrington, Debbie Rogers or  
Carol Kessler.   



Board Report 
Highlights from the November 

Meeting 
The Board met Sunday, 
November 21, 2010 after 
worship.   No action was taken 
on business as the meeting 
lacked a  quorum.   Reports were 

given.  
       Worship reported that Hanging of the Greens 
would be held on the First Sunday of Advent, 
November 28, 2010. 
   Finance Committee ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
the information sheet explaining fund transfers.  The 
budget for 2011 was discussed.  A $1,000 memorial 
donation from Kathey McCutchen will go toward the 
new kitchen.  And we will cash in a cd for more than 
$10,000 to go into general fund. 
   Building and Grounds reported that we can save 
money on construction by doing our own painting.   
We need a commitment from people to help paint. 
    Christian Education reported that several people 
are interested in volunteering to work as a youth 
program director.   
    Chris and Heather Koehn became members of the 
church in November.   
    The next ministry meeting is Wednesday, 
December 15, and Board meets, Sunday, December 
19th.  
   A Board Meeting was called on November 28th after 
worship.  A motion was made, seconded and 
approved to accept the proposed 2011 budget, and 
to set a congregational meeting for Sunday, Dec. 19th.  

 

 
From left to right, Avery Tabor, Payden Arnold, 
Reece & Regan Updike; taken just before church 
on November7th.   They are a happy group and 
the future of our church.    

Photo by Sula Robertson. 

Your Witness NEWS, Casting Call 
    Christmas is Coming and so is the annual children's 
Christmas Program, set for December 19 during 
worship.  
  

    This year's production is "Christmas Morning Live!" 
A Christmas play for children by Nancy Moore. We 
will read through the script during Sunday School and 
begin casting will begin for the parts.  The main 
speaking parts don't require memorization, but 
will need lots of practice. With this in mind, it is 
important for children to attend each and every 
Sunday throughout December, especially those 
with a speaking part.  There are also many non-
speaking parts and we will be involving younger 
children in many of these. 
  

    Although we are trying to keep it as simple as 
possible, we do need your support, prayers and 
assistance.  We especially need help with set design, 
music and costumes.  Watch for the signup sheet 
Sunday and consider helping. 
  

   This is an exciting time of year as we prepare for the 
coming of the Messiah. 
 Pam Ingle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winnie Hadden joyously bring flowers for the 
sanctuary every Sunday.    She shares her love of 
flowers, her beautiful vases (some of which are 
priceless antiques like this one) and God's 
beautiful creations with the congregation.  
I certainly thank her for that. 

Photo by Sula Robertson. 



Just Say ñYes!ò 
If God called you to do a job, would you hear 
Him?  What would your answer be?  Some 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ  ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ bh ƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ bhΦέ  aȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ 
people are really good at saying NO!  They do, 
ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ȅŜǎΦ  .ǳǘ ά¸Ŝǎέ 
is the proper response when God calls you to do 
something.   
 
How is God going to ask you if you are willing to 
Řƻ ΨǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΩ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ȅƻǳǘƘΚ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀƴ άŜ-Ƴŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΚέ  
Do you expect to be reading your Bible at home 
and have a vision, or read in the middle of the 
text, a plea directed at you?  Are you looking for 
the phone to ring with God on the other end, or 
to hear the loud, clear, unmistakable voice of 
God to come booming in your ear, shaking the 
house?  Is that what it will take before you will 
say, God called me to do that!  
 
Or do you realize that God speaks in the silence 
of the moment, in a still small voice and perhaps 
even through an elder or your pastor asking 
άǿƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΚέ  CƻƭƪǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
the way God speaks most often to you.  Through 
a Mission Team leader, through an Elder or 
through your pastor saying come and be a part of 
the team.  Are you going to say no to God?  Think 
twice, pray about it and then say YES!  God will 
bless your time and your life if you will just say 
YES! 
 

 

Renovation Progress 
The picture on the top left, shows the new electrical 
�S�D�Q�H�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H���R�O�G���M�D�Q�L�W�R�U�¶�V���F�O�R�V�H�W�� 
   
The picture directly below (2 nd photo) shows new 
drains and water lines being installed in the kitchen 
floor.  
 
The third picture shows the rough in for our new 
pantry. 
 
And the last picture shows the  risers for our sprinkler 
system and a slab which will support our new fire 
escape and the building to house the sprinkler lines.    
Photos by Mark Newman       


