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Everywhere we turn, we are surrounded by
Christmas decorations and displays. As we anticipate
this holiday season, | would ask what is it that would
make the perfect gift for you and your family. We spend
a lot of time looking for just the right gift to give to others
whether spouses, significant others, children, co-workers
and friends. We look to make that gift be special and
meaningful. Sometimes we will spend a great deal of
time just to find that special gift. Later we often will spend

Weekly Schedule

Sundays a great deal of money.
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship This is especially of concern today as the
Wednesdays economical worries surround us. Those who are most
6:00 PM Choir Practice effected by the recession are those who are the hourly
Thursdays laborers. Many will still have problems getting gifts for
Noon- SIS S their special some ones. This is also a time of
4:30 PM Thursday Night Dinners  apticipation for us. Throughout Advent, we will be looking
at the times and concerns of the early church and the
- - ti mes of Jesusd birth. The
Inside this Issue many worries. What amazes me is that it was in such

times that God chose to come to us. That God gave us

TN RSl S e the greatest gift that any of us could ever have and that

Mission & Outreach - Pg.3

Finance & Christmas Worship was His Son. God gave us the gift of forgiveness. Jesus
Schedule -pg. 4 was born and lived so that he could offer himself as a

Prayer Concerns i Pg.5 sacrifice of love, the ultimate act of forgiveness. What a

Rellectionsgnaaver e special gift that we have been given. In the midst of our

shopping for that special gift for our special some one, |
would like to encourage everyone to spend some time
reflecting on what it means for us to receive such a gift.
Maybe the perfect gift might be to seek out someone and
to share forgiveness with them. Continued on pg 2
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To no longer hold onto past hurts but to share the
love Jesus commanded us to show to one
another.

Advent is the beginning of the church year. So
maybe our Christmas resolution would be to give
the gift of forgiveness to someone now. To give
the gift of love to all those around us and not just
to those who suit us.

May this Christmas be a joyous occasion. May
you find the peace of

and may you take time this Advent season to
slow down and to see God around you.

Blessings,

Pastor Anna
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Sunday Schedule
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Fellowship 10:15 AM
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45 AM

Regular Events
Mondays-  Monday Morning Prayer Group - Noon
1% & 3" Mondays- Sew Much Love 9:00 AM
2" & 4™ Mondays- Emmaus Reunion Group 6:30
Tuesdays - Book Study meets at 6:00 PM
Wednesdays- Choir Rehearsal- 6:00 PM
Youth Group- 6:00 PM
Ministey eams imeet 5:00ip.m.Hperyaand Sch.)
Thursdays- SIS Study Group- Noon
Every 4" Thursday Bible Study- Noon
Thursday Night Dinner, 4:30-6:00 p.m.
OUTSIDE groups that meet on our campus
Tuesdays-  Stitch Group ¢ 1:30- 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursdays- Noon, Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturdays- Noon, Women in Recovery
Every Quarter Thursdays- UKB Council Meetings

Special Days iDecember

wFirst Sunday of Advent, December 2, 2012
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Office hours

Normal offices hours are: Monday through Thursday
8:00 AM ¢ 4:30 PM. The office is closed from Noon
until 1:00 p.m. for Lunch. Anna will be in the Office
ona 2 Yy RsHrém10:00 AM ¢ 2:00 PM.

The First Christian Presbyterian Churctof Pryor,

Oklahoma

301 NE T St.

Pryor OK 74361

Email fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net
918-825-2396(office)

918-825-1624 Rax

On the web at: www.fcpcpryor.org
Pastor Anna Hubbard918-576-3999
Email:fcpcpastor@gmail.com
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Mission-Outreach
Opportunities

Our Current Giving Opportunities

Purpose: Reaching out to the local community,
helping those in need.

Please remember thaall mission opportunities
are just that, opportunities for you to give to
0KS YAaairzy 2F &2dzNJ O
you to give to ALL special mission offerings or
projects.
1 Pryor Ministry Center
G{Ss adzOK [ 2@0S¢
Thursday Community Dinners
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Blue Star MomQ@ Christmas Project

Mission
Outreach
Opportunites

Five households were
helped in the month of
November with groceries for Thanksgiving. It is
likely that we will repeat this in December. If
you are aware of a family in need please contact
Pam Ingle or Vicki Rush.

Outreach will be collecting non-perishable
grocery items for Christmas boxes. Items will be
taken to the Pryor Ministry Center. We may also
donate hats, gloves, scarves, and socks for
children and adults. We will also

be happy to collect new toys, and these items
will be taken to Pryor Ministry Center as well.

Blue Star moms are once again, preparing
Christmas Care Boxes for soldiers serving
overseas. They have asked for éstocking
stufferse for 48 men and women from Mayes
County. Items to donate might include treats
and other non-perishable times to brighten their
day.

We appreciate your support and we are very
proud of our church and their support of our
community and our mission projects.
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Peggy Smith made Hamburger Stew on Thursday,
November 1* and served approximately 130 people.

52dz2a w20SNIlaz2yQa {dzyRI @
Breakfast_fox Dinner on November 8", and fed 130.
The)'hoSe I FhPsday Night Dinner as a service
project and purchased all the food and supplies and
then prepared the meal.

Pam Ingle and crew prepared a traditional
Thanksgiving meal on November 15", they served
180 folks who came to join us for this Thanksgiving
Dinner.

Due to the holiday season, and letting our cooks
take a break, we did not have a dinner on November
22" so that everyone could enjoy Thanksgiving Day
with their families.

Sharon and Glenn Troyer will be preparing the meal
for Thursday, November 29", a fifth Thursday. They
plan to serve meatloaf.

A calendar has been posted on one of the
refrigerators, and the cooks will be listing their
5SSt e YS ywiOndlgeveryonettd Kagiv
what pantry items will be used and when and who
will be cooking on what date.

Letters 1 Letters - Letters
Letters, We got Letters!

Dear Church Family,

We want to thank everyone for your prayers,
during Winnie=s illn
thank God daily that she is recovering.
Thank you all.

The Arnold and Healukly.
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AdventWorship
Schedule for December.

Hanging of the Greens
and Tasting Party ¢
10:45 AM Dec. 2™

CHRISTMAS
WORSHIP 6:00 PM- Wednesday
SCHEDULE  December 5,12, & 19"

and 10:45 AM Sunday, December 9™
Program- Scheduled for Sunday December 23",

Program Practice-

Christmas Cantata- Sunday, December 16™-
10:45 AM United Methodist Church. We will
have a Special Communion Service at 9:30 AM
that morning and dismiss at 10:30 AM to attend
the Cantata at the Methodist Church.

Blue Christmas- Sunday, December 16" at 6:00
PM. Special Worship Service to remember those
we have lost. Cookie Exchange afterward.

/| KAt RNBY Qa / KSMdHag, 0 YI &
December 23" during Worship.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service,
December24th at 6:00 PM.

. Pr 1 me T
S Ten (10) members of The
LB ¢ NRYS ¢ AYSNDA
the Boomarang Diner on

W
IORS November 14"  Everyone
had a great time and
enjoyed some great hamburgers and other items.
Our next meeting will be Wednesday,
December 12" at 1:00p.m.at/ K| NX A $Q&
Everyone 50+ is invited to join us for our
informal monthly meetings. We meet on the 2™
Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. at
various restaurants around town. For more
information, or to arrange transportation, please
call the church office at 918.825.2396 or Liz at
918.825.02009.
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Summary of Giving for month dﬂovember

Deposits Morning Service

First Sunday 5,101.57

Second Sunday 2,180.62
K Nbirdssynoay. 2,114.02

Fourth Sunday 2,556.75

1Fifth Sunday

Total for November $ 11,952.96

not available at time of printing

YTD Income Repora§ ofNovember 26, 201

*2012 YTD General Fund $ 97,824.26
**2012 YTD Special Offerings $ 21,057.98
2012 YTD Memorial $ 3,355.00
2012 YTD Fund Raisers $ 2,493.43
2012 YTD Rummage Sale $ 4,208.84

2012 YTD Resurface Driveway $ 5,550.00
**%2012 YTD Building Fund $ 9,635.00
YTD Income as dfl/26/12 $144,124.51

*giving to general fund covers expenses. **Designated Gifts,
includes special mission giving, such as love offerings, and mission
projects, gifts designated for specific needs, which pass in and out
and are not part of the budget. *** Giving for Resurfacing the

N ‘ﬁri\g vmﬂsep?rated from Building Fund totals.

YTD ExpensdReport(as 0f9-30-12)

2012 YTD Expenses $79,198.30*
*Expense Report for October & November not available at
time of printing.

SBEWNV MUCH LOVE
me r 6 A§1inistry of Love

Sew Much Love will meet

next on Monday, November

Y S4" ad (November 18" at
9:00 a.m.

They have had a lot of
requests for quilts and only
have a couple of people

making them, so they really could use lots of help.
/ T efe k5 O%PZM everyone, from cutting out pieces,
to hemm dings, to ironing, sewing and tacking.

Also, they are accepting donations, they need

supplies such as 100% cotton material, thread,
batting and etc., to keep the Sew Much Love mission
going, if you could help in any capacity it would be
appreciated. If you need a quilt for someone,
please contact Carol Kessler @918.381.2137




PRAYER
CONCERNS

Urgent Care/ IBrsonal
Other: Betty Newman,
(—— Barbara Hardy, Louise
Cunningham, Bo Martin, Dusty Woods, Don Young,
Emalyn Murray, Julie Collough, Ginger Tabor, JC
Smith, Hannah Burns, Kay Dee Dickey, Jarrad
Edwards, Brandy Sylva, Debbie Balise, Mary Lou Witt,
Nancy Reed, Donna Murray, Dot Hollingshead, Paula
Kennedy, Jeremy Troyer, Bill Phillips, Dorothy
Roberson, Adam Smith, Leah Back, Bob Pierson, Pat
Whorton, Lucy Louderback, Eddye Homini, Bob Floyd
and the families of Sara Stephens, Jack Macy, Phil
Cummins, Earl Ruffin, Betty Nelson, John Mitchell and
all those who have recently lost friends and loved
ones.
Groups that also need prayerMilitary Service Men
& Women, NEATS, OASIS, Pryor Ministry Center,
Thunderbird Academy Students, 4-H Horse Club, Our
government and Leaders, Our church, FCPW Women,
PEW-aSy Qa CSff246aKALI | yR
Chronic lliness/Shuin: John Stone, Ann Reineke,
Brayden Tibbets, Jeanette Smith, Hugh Carman,
Juanita Nash, Dale Dunavant, LaNell & David Johnson,
Diana Berkmeyer, Vicki Rush, Caroline Linell, Irene
Chase, Tim Nutter, Randy Maddison, Lea Melton,
Opal Clark, Emma Craig, Emalyn Murray, Joan Floyd,
Pam Parks, Jim Nunn, Stephen Dowler, Rick &
Darlene Micheals; Jim Nunn, Linda Holt, Shirley
Nixon. Please remember these and others who are ill
or home bound.
Also Remember:Liz Benge, Nellie Dunavant, Dale
Sadler, Irene McClain, Chuck Morgan.
The Wider Church:
It is important for us to remember that we are a
connectional church. Give thanks for the work and
witness where our denominations live out their
missions to serve our Lord Jesus Christ.
Church Prayer Lidor October.
Forest Park Christian, Tulsa-Bill Hemm; Harvard Ave.
Christian, Tulsa-Mark Briley; Center for Counseling &
Education-Tom Sanders; In the Spirit Christian, Tulsa-
Sharyn Cosby; Old Bennington Presbyteirna Church,
Bennington; Spring Hill Presbyterian, Honobia; First
Presbyterian, = Okmulgee;  First  Presbyterian,
Tahlequah; Goodland Academy, Hugo; Sandy Creek
Presbyterian, Coleman; Synod Mtg. & Cmte Day.

g .
Remember to call the church office if a member
of your family becomes ill or enters the hospital

Bible Quiz

When Jesus was 12, he worried his parents by staying
behind at the temple as their travel group departed
Jerusalem. What Jewish

festival had they

celebrated in the city?

A. Hanukkah

B. Purim

C. Passover

D. The Feast of Tabernacles

Answer: C (See Luke 2:4149.)

FCPW
Bible Study

INVITATION TO ALL
WOMEN

dzN NE dz galidve you will be
inspired, informed,
and enlightened as
you join me in our
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We will meet on Thursday, December 13", and
g2y Qi YSSO F3AFAY dzyiaAft
meet every 4™ Thursday of the month at Noon to
1:00 p.m. in the Parlor.

Please bring your lunch and join us, whenever
you wish to come. If you would like a study-
book, or have any questions, see me or call me at
918-824-1484.

Blessings, Mary Levstik, Bible Study Teacher

RECONSIDER THE RU8B#&Christmas rush leads to
stress for many people. But author Burton Hills
viewed the madness from another perspective:

G9@SyiGdz tfex
and the race against the calendar mercifully comes to

a close. It is only now, perhaps, that we truly

recognize the spirit of Christmas. It is not a matter of

days or weeks, but of centuries T [more than]

twenty of them now since that holy night in

Bethlehem. Regarded in this manner, the pre-

Christmas rush may do us greater service than we

realize. With all its temporal confusion, it may just

help us to see that by contrast, Christmas itself is
SUSNYIt ¢ 5
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CHRISTMAS

Hopesand Fears
Sacred Christmas carols are a
cherished tradition. But during
sorrow and struggle, some lyrics
YFe &aSSY KI NR
come, all ye faithful, joyful and
0NRdzY LK yiGéK 2
when my loved one has just
died? Where is the triumph if
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baby screams with colic for
hours on end.
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load, Whose forms are bending
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Oh, rest beside the weary road
And hear the angels sing.
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Truly, God reaches out to the

KIF LIk | yR KdzNJI
hopes and fears of all the years

I NB 1 &hd gathered up T

in the Babe of Bethlehem, who
shares our joys and troubles.
There are Christmas carols for

us all.

A Blue Christmas Service will
be held on Sunday, December
16" at 6:00 PM
0 Robert Louis Stevenson

Reflections on Prayer

By Mary Levstik, Monday Morning Prayer Group
Facilitaor

Hallelujah! Praise God from heaven, praise
him from the mountaintops; praise him, all
you his angels, all you his warriors, Praise
him, sun and moon,...... Praise, oh let them
praise the name of God--he
spoke the word, and there they were!

Psalm 148:1 (MSG)

As we enter the Advent season, we
turn our spiritual focus on celebrating the upcoming birth of the
Lord Jesus. Advent is a time to prepare ourselves, a time for
reflection. Spending moments in prayer and God's Word,
worshipping with family and friends, are essential elements to

G #mbgagng thie ssaspg, ¢ |
God's wonderful gift to us of Love and Salvation-- the
K DIgsged bahy Jesysgfilis ous grageful hearts with prayers of praise
and thanks. Listening to a child’s prayer, simple and sweet, spoken
in pure honesty, can inspire us. | recently read a story of a little girl

2 gVRo p@y{ec}‘ "fTagk?ygu, JQsli\s,-:flokq'ﬂwlsfire trucks, and for Daddy
f aRd g/lan@qar}d antg@-gq)(. Ar}gl tzaqfs you, Jesus, for doggies, and
8 ERNg Q7% q?cg%nenﬂ@g get it!"....(1 loved the part, "Go get it".)
& ¢HRr Mama askedsher g/her[e thay ggme from and she said from her
Y Epeag( §ince(tpislligl%gigl'kpraﬁewﬁg filled with only words of

gratitude, and not requests, Mama believed that "Go get it," was
her little girl's way of praising Jesus, and cheering Him on for being
Him: "You go, Jesus, you're the greatest!"

During this Advent season, let's offer Jesus our prayers of
heartfelt thanks and praise..."Go get it"!

tATS0a  QAHRAAGE Fou to join us!

A praying church is a spiritually growing church

K
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praying from a Prayer List of Concerns. Feel free to bring your
lunch, if you wish.
i lkyeu haé/g\a Ifggugstaokany guestions, please contact Mary Levstik
at 918.824.1484 and leave a message.
The Art of Christmas
ow can we best.keep Christmas?
“&3 Tt MBS 4 %GRS GkS adENI 2y Ly Ay

again in awe and wonder before the Babe in a manger.
w . & NBRA&AO2GSNAyY3I itk &ildFdrdf sudkis I y R
the kingdom of heaven.

w .8 o0SAy3 aidAtt FyR ftA&AGSYyAy3
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as set forth in the Sermon on the Mount.

w . & NBa 2 fuelves @vayiodthedsin @&, jog and

devotion.

i Wilferd Peterson, The New Book of the Art of Living



\ W " v

Sgneaxﬁ
a little

een

This holiday season, “spread” some
cheer by giving a yummy treat that
can be spread on crackers, bread or
apple slices.

What you need:

* % cup chopped, crushed
candied pecans

* V2 cup chopped fresh basil

* V2 cup chopped dried
cranberries

* Y4 tsp. black pepper

* 8 oz. goat cheese log

* Decorative plastic wrap

@)D

What you do:

1. Combine the first four
ingredients on a flat
surface.

2. Roll the cheese log firmly
in the nut mixture, coating
all surfaces.

3. Wrap the log and give it,
along with a box of party
crackers, to neighbors,
teachers and so on.

cheertul giver

Jesus came to serve and give to others. This Christmas
season, consider how you can follow Jesus’ example by
giving your time, love and kindness,

Directions: Cross out every my, me and mine. Then write the remaining words on
the blanks below to read 2 Corinthians 9:7, NIV.

myeachmineofyoumeshouldmygiveminemewhat
youmingmehaveminememinemydecidedmeinmy
myyourmineheartmemyminetomygivememinenot
minereluctantlymeormyunderminemycompulsion
minemymeforminemymeGodminemymylovesmy
meamyminecheerfulmymegivermineCorinthians
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Christian Symbols

Advent Colors

hyS 2F (GKS aStkazyQa
representing hope. During

Advent, we wait in hope to
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in human form, and we look
F2NBIFNR Ay K2LJS
coming in glory at the end of

the age. Purple symbolizes the

royalty of Jesus, the coming

Prince of Peace, and the

penitence with which we

receive him. Some

congregations also use pink or white candles in
Advent wreaths, with pink symbolizing joy and white
symbolizing the Christ child.
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