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Weekly Schedule  

Sundays  

 9:30 AM             Sunday School 
              10:45 AM             Worship 

Wednesdays  

6:00 PM             Choir Practice 
6:00 PM             Youth Group 

Thursdays  

           4:30 PM             Thursday Night Dinners 
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As I sit here after the bombings in Boston and the 
explosion in West, Texas, L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
somehow changed by these things. I wonder if even in Pryor, Ok 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƭŀŘŜƴΦ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻ 
God at night with questions of why, and for what purpose? And 
as I sit, I realize I did little to address these catastrophes from the 
pulpit this last Sunday. I stuck with the lectionary, I prayed for 
those injured and their families during the pastoral prayer, but in 
many ways I avoided the current events around me; I anchored 
in on the words of the lectionary and ignored the feelings we 
might be having about these events. The feelings that these 
events bring up about other events like how our world is still at 
war, how the threat of North Korea is looming, how children still 
shoot up their peers during school hours, how Oklahoma City 
was bombed, and mostly how violence has an alarming presence 
in our world, and in many ways I allowed that violence to have 
the last word. 

After much consideration on these events and the call 
that God puts on our lives I still do not know that I have answers 
per se. And, yet, I feel called to bring hope- called to remind us 
that just as death does not have the final say, neither will the 
violence of this world.  That the hope, grace, and mercy that 
Jesus spoke of and that Gods promises are just as real as the 
violence that we experience. While the promises of God are less 
tangible, we need to be ever mindful that these promises will 
have the last word.  May we be people who are reminded of 
these promises and may we be people who speak carefully about 
the violence in the world so as not to                    Continued on pg 3
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The Chalice and Presbytidings is a 

monthly publication of the First Christian 

Presbyterian Church of Pryor, OK 

301 NE 1st St. Pryor, OK 74361 

Editor ï Sherry Stephens- email: 

sherryfcpc@sbcglobal.net 

Sponsor:  Christian Education & Church 

Growth & Fellowship Committee 

Worship Services ï Sunday, 10:45 AM.  

Adult Sunday School- 9:30 AM 

Childrenôs Sunday School ï 9:30 AM 

Office open ï Monday  thru Thursday, 

8:00 ï 5:00 PM 

Phone # (918) 825-2396,   

Fax # (918) 825-1624 

Email: fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net 

Website:  fcpcpryor.org 

The  Chalice-Presbytidings is published 

monthly to keep members and friends  

informed of the church and to report news   

about the First Christian-Presbyterianôs 

people and activities. 

 
Deadline for articles  is listed on the 
monthly schedule posted in the January  
and February issues of the Chalice-
Presbytidings Newsletter.  

 

 
 

 

 Volunteer 
Office Staff 

Volunteers will be 
working in the office 
with Sherry during the 
week.  Volunteers will 
be answering the 
phone and doing other 

receptionist type duties.   Collene Dinsmore will be in 
the office on Mondays from 9:00 until Noon.  Brenda 
Roper will be in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9:00 till Noon, and Jessica Stephens will be in 
the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:00 ς 
4:00 p.m.  Sherry will still be in the office, and 
available if needed.  

 All or nothing- Mind, Heart, Strength and Soul. 
You will not stroll into Christlikeness with your hands in 
your pockets, shoving the door open with a careless 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻ Ƙƻōōȅ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣ 
taken up at intervals when we have nothing much to do, 
and put down and forgotten when our life grows full and 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ Χ Lǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƭƭ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎƻǳƭΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ 
and recklessly and without restraint.  
 

τA.J. Gossip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 Sunday School            9:30 AM 
 Sunday Morning Fellowship               10:15 AM 
 Sunday Morning Worship                   10:45 AM 
 

Regular Events 
Mondays-       Monday Morning Prayer  Group - Noon 
      1st & 3rd Mondays- Sew Much Love 9:00 AM 
      2nd & 4th Mondays- Emmaus Reunion Group 6:30  
Tuesdays ς  
Wednesdays-  Choir Rehearsal- 6:00 PM 
             Youth Group- 6:00 PM 
          Ministry Teams meet 5:00 p.m. (per Board Sch.) 
Thursdays-    SIS Study Group-  Noon        
                        Every 4th Thursday Bible Study- Noon 
          Thursday Night Dinner, 4:30-6:00 p.m. 

OUTSIDE groups that meet on our campus 
Mondays ς NA Eye Opener Meeting 7:30 AM 
Tuesdays-       Stitch Group ς 1:30- 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday & Thursdays- Noon, Alcoholics Anonymous  
Fridays & Saturdays- Scrapbook Group 
Every Quarter Thursdays- UKB Council Meetings 
 

Special Days in May 
Å  National Day of Prayer, May 2, 2013  
Å Christian Family Week, May 6-12, 2013  
Å Ascension of the Lord, May 9, 2013  
Å Motherõs Day, May 12, 2013  
Å Armed Forces Day, May 18, 2013  
Å Pentecost, May 19, 2013  
Å Victoria Day (Canada), May 20, 2013  

Å Memorial Day, May 27, 2013 

 
 

NEW Office hours  
New Office hours have been posted and are: Monday 
through Thursday 9:00 AM ς 4:00 PM. The office is 
closed from Noon until 1:00 p.m. for Lunch.    Anna 
will be in the Office on Monday and Wednesday from 
8:30 AM to Noon. 
 
The First Christian- Presbyterian Church of Pryor, 
Oklahoma. 
 301 NE 1st St. 
Pryor OK 74361 
Email- fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net   
918-825-2396 (office)               
918-825-1624 Fax 
On the web at:  www.fcpcpryor.org 
Pastor Anna Hubbard - 918-576-3999 
Email: fcpcpastor@gmail.com 

mailto:sherryfcpc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net
mailto:fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net
http://www.fcpcpryor.org/
mailto:fcpcpastor@gmail.com


Continued from Pg. 1  
perpetuate injustice or hate. Let us be people 
who allow the love of God and the hope of God 
to rule our hearts, minds, and our mouths.  

Often during times like these there are no 
words and so I close this article with a prayer 
written by Walter Brueggemann entitled, 
ά±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΧŀƴŘ tŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊǎέ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ 
50 and 51. 

Mighty God, giver of Peace, slogan for war, 
  We watch while cities burn and 
   children cry and 
   women weep. 
     We listen while tanks roll and 
   missiles sizzle, and 
   mobs assemble. 
     We smell while  
   flesh burns and 
   old tires smoke and 
   oil wells flame 
    out of control. 
    We dare say,  
    We dare imagine, 
    We dare confess, that yours is the Kingdom  
    and the Power and the 
 Glory. 
 We come to you as victims of terror and 
  mass death. 
 We come as perpetrators of death and  
  massacre. 
 We come as citizens and patriots and 
  taxpayers 
             and parents and children. 
 We come bewildered, angry, and sorry.  

 

You, you beyond the smell and the din and the smoke. 
You, beyond our hopes and our hates. 
You, our beginning before time 
  our end beyond time. 
Be present in ways we cannot imagine. 
Be present ς save us from our power 
  save us from our violence. 
  save us from our fear and hatred, 
save as only you can do.  
{ŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǳǎΧ 
in love and in power 
in compassion and justice 
in miracle and waiting. 

Save us because we are your people 
and because this is your world. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor Anna 

MMiissssiioonn--OOuuttrreeaacchh  
OOppppoorrttuunniittiieess  

Our Current Giving Opportunities 
Purpose: Reaching out to the local community, 

helping those in need.   
Please remember that all mission opportunities 
are just that; Opportunities for you to give to 
the mission of your choosing. We ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 
you to give to ALL special mission offerings or 
projects.    
¶ Pryor Ministry Center 

¶ ά{Ŝǿ aǳŎƘ [ƻǾŜέ vǳƛƭǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ  

¶ Thursday Community Dinners 

¶ Camp Christian- tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ Cabin  

 

Thursday Night Dinners - April 
       Pam Ingle prepared King Ranch Mexican 
Casserole for dinner on Thursday, April 4th and we 
served approximately 140 people.  
     Peggy Smith prepared Spaghetti on April 11th and 
we served 127. 
     Sharon & Glenn Troyer prepared chili and 
cornbread for dinner on April 18th and we fed 128. 
     Linda McNatt, and Norma Ledbetter are in charge 
of dinner on April 25th, they will be preparing 
sandwiches.  
     In order to get a better count of how much food 
we are preparing and how many servings we are 
ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜƎǳƴ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŎŀǊǊȅ-outs and 
seconds.  
      We are still looking for other cooks, some are 
taking turns. 5ƻǳƎΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ cooking on a 
selected Thursday in May and in July.   Anna and 
Jessica will be cooking on selected Thursdays in May 
and June.  The dinners can be challenging, with 
figuring out how much to cook and what to prepare, 
but it is very rewarding to those who do. We are 
encouraging anyone that would like to help please 
contact Pastor Anna.  I know you will be blessed by 
the experience and we NEED you!      



Prime Timerõs  

Twelve (12) members of The 
tǊƛƳŜ ¢ƛƳŜǊΩǎ  ƎǊƻǳǇ  ƳŜǘ ŀǘ 
the El Humilde on April 11th.     
Those who attended 
enjoyed their meal and had 

a great time.     
    Our next meeting will be Wednesday,  May 8th 
at Pizza Hut at 1:00 p.m.  Everyone is invited to 
join us! 
    Everyone 50+ is invited to join us for our 
informal monthly meetings.  We meet on the 2nd 
Wednesday  of each month at 1:00 p.m. at 
various restaurants around town.   For more 
information, or to arrange transportation, please 
call the church office at 918.825.2396 or Liz at 
918.825.0209.  
 

    Summary of Giving for month of March 
Deposits  Morning Service 
First Sunday            8,258.74 
Second Sunday            2,374.49 
Third Sunday                          2,045.62 
*Fourth Sunday             
 Fifth Sunday                         ________                                       
Total for Month Giving     $  12,678.85 

*not available at time of printing 
 

YTD Income Report (as of April  24, 2013) 
             *2013 YTD General Donation  $    35,730.80 
            ** 2013 YTD Special Offerings        $      5,077.14 
   2013 YTD Memorial  $       
   2013 YTD Fund Raisers  $  
                2013 YTD Youth Ministries         $      1,966.59      
                 2013 YTD Rummage Sale           $       
                 2013 Thursday Dinner Don.      $      1,597.78 
                 2013 YTD Building Fund             $      5,940.00 
      YTD Income as of 04/24/13    $   50,312.31 
   

  *giving to general fund covers expenses.  ** Designated Gifts, 
includes special mission giving, such as love offerings, and mission 
projects, gifts designated for specific needs, which pass in and out 
and are not part of the budget.       
 

 YTD Expenses Report (as of 03-31-2013) 
                    2013 YTD Expenses $  27,506.12 

 

SEW MUCH 
LOVE  

A ministry of Loveτ 
   Sew Much Love will meet on  
Monday, May 6,  and Monday, 

May 20th at 9:00  a.m.    
      They have had a lot of requests for quilts and only 
have a couple of people making them, so they really 
could use lots of help. There is work for everyone, 
from cutting out pieces, to hemming bindings, to 
ironing, sewing and tacking.  
   Also, they are accepting donations, they need 
supplies such as 100% cotton material, thread, 
batting and etc., to keep the Sew Much Love mission 
going, if you could help in any capacity it would be 
appreciated.     If you need a quilt for someone, 
please contact Carol Kessler @918.381.2137 

 

Changes in the 
Scholarship  

Fund 
Due to the dwindling of the 

Scholarship Fund, new guide 
lines have to be put into place.  We started 
out with a good plan but due to the lack of new 
money coming in, we can no longer continue as we 
have in the last couple of years.  We will try to give 
each high school graduate, who has been attending 
our church on a regular basis, has gotten involved in 
the church, and  has applied to and been accepted to 
a college, the sum of $500.   However, if we have 
more than one the money will have to be divided up 
evenly among the graduates.  Hopefully, we can 
begin to have a few fund raisers so that each of our 
children will benefit from the fund.  
Scholarship Committee- Linda McNatt, Sara 
Kauffman, Carol Kessler  

 

THANK YOU!  

The youth group 
would like to thank 
everyone who 
participated in the 
Spaghetti Dinner 
and Pie Auction 
held on April 7th. 
We raised a total 

of $1,315.00 after expenses.  This will go a long way 
in paying the expenses for camp fees.  Again, thank 
you to everyone who joined us for dinner and those 
who made pies!  We had fun and enjoyed the day! 



 
Being chased by a Big Red 

Rooster.  
We had a visiting minister on Sunday April 7th, due to 
Anna having been in the hospital in the days before. 
 Our guest minister was Dan Bubach, director of 
Camp Christian. He had a really interesting sermon. 
 The basis (or plot) of the sermon was the fact that 
we are all, like Peter, chased by a Big Red Rooster at 
some time or another in our lives. The rooster being 
those things we have done or said that, you know, 
maybe we aren't so proud of.  Or things that we 
would rather just forget. Peter denied Christ three 
times.  Yet, Jesus later gave Peter one of the greatest, 
most important  duties in the Kingdom of God; to 
love the people and share the Gospel. To 'feed and 
take care of His sheep'. 
     As Dan was delivering his sermon, it took me back 
to my childhood. I was about five years old. My family 
lived on a small farm eight miles NW of Pryor.  My 
parents raised cattle, hogs, horses, chickens, etc. Part 
of the 'chores' of my brother and I were to gather 
eggs from the henhouse, and milk the cow.  It really 
wasn't that bad, though 
I had one 
problem. Somewhere, 
somehow, my Dad had 
acquired a gaming 
rooster. Now this 
rooster wasn't used for 
fighting anymore. 
 Daddy didn't believe in 
treating animals that 
way. He just had the rooster around to populate our 
flock of chickens.  The thing was, that rooster didn't 
know that was the extent of his duties. The rooster 
thought it was his duty, or took it upon himself, to 
attack a certain five year old boy every time that boy 
came around the barnyard. My Dad didn't believe 
me. He thought I was trying to get out of my chores. 
 That is, until one day, I was carrying a bucket of fresh 
milk to the house, my mom on one side of me, my 
brother on the other side.  Out of nowhere, here 
came that big red rooster! He lit into the center of my 
back, spurs glaring! I went down, and so did the milk 
bucket. I recall my Mom telling my Dad, "Ardell, one 
of them has got to go! Your son, or the rooster!" (I 
thank God to this day that it was the rooster that 

disappeared). 
     You know, I think that the really awesome thing is 
the fact that God (our Dad in heaven) always believes 
us when we cry out to Him.  That is because, as the 
scriptures tell us, he knows our needs before we ask 
Him.  So, the next time that one of those big red 
roosters attack you from behind, just remember to 
cry out to our heavenly Dad;  that rooster will 
disappear! 

  

  Rev. Dan Bubach, Camp Christian Director  

  

 
  Youth Group, standing in line getting autographs 
from Audio Adrenaline  Band members.  

 
Manic Drive, on Stage at Picture in Scripture 
Amphitheatre, Disney, Oklahoma  



Bible Quiz 
 

   PRAYER 
CONCERNS 
 Urgent Care/ Personal 

Other  Dorothy Roberson, 
Stephen Dowler,  Johanna 

Fielding, Ashley Long, Sid Brandon,  Nelly & Donnie 
Tabor, Brandon Pierce,   Carter Walk, Hazel Radford, 
Diana Brookshire, the Jewel and Joe Barker family, 
Nellie Dunavant, Stan Shade, Johnna Drake,  Irene 
McClain,  Marilyn Palmer, Cassie Evans, Shelly Parker, 
Cynthia Long, Luke Sasser,  Marcus Weathers, Jim 
Boston, Don Eichelberger, Lydia Willis, LaNell Johnson 
and the families of Joyce Cobb, Paul Bickford, and and 
all  those who have recently lost friends and loved 
ones. 
Groups that also need prayer:  Military Service Men 
& Women, NEATS, OASIS, Pryor Ministry Center, 
Thunderbird Academy Students, 4-H Horse Club, Our 
government and Leaders, Our church, FCPW Women, 
Thursday Night Dinners, PEW-aŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ FCPY 
Youth,  FCPC Board, teachers, and our small groups.  
Chronic Illness/Shut-in: John Stone, Brayden Tibbets, 
Jeanette Smith, Hugh Carman, Juanita Nash, Dale 
Dunavant, LaNell & David Johnson, Diana Berkmeyer, 
Vicki Rush,  Irene Chase, Tim Nutter,  Lee Kennicutt, 
Emalyn Murray,  Joan Floyd, Glen Winters,  Pam 
Parks, Jim Nunn,  Linda Holt, Shirley Nixon, Louise 
Cunningham, Debbie Balise, CJ Bird, Betty Newman, 
Bob Pierson,  Debbie Balise, Louise Cunningham, 
David Deffenbaugh, John Barnes, Sonny Chase.  
Please remember these and others who are ill or 
home bound. 
Also Remember: Dale Sadler, Irene McClain, Glenda 
Gaither, Chuck Morgan, Jo Ebers, Jewelene Pierson. 
 
The Wider Church:  
It is important for us to remember that we are a 
connectional church.  Give thanks for the work and 
witness where our denominations live out their 
missions to serve our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Church Prayer List for April:   
Second Christian Church, Muskogee; First Christian, 
Nowata-Rob Crawford; Disciples Christian, Owass-Bill 
McCutchen; Regional Camp & Conference Program; 
Presbytery Council Meeting; First Presbyterian, 
Chouteau; PC(USA) Seminaries; Trinity Presbyterian, 
Bixby; Oka Achukma Presbyterian, Broken Bow; 
Dwight Mission; College Hill Presbyterian, Tulsa & 
Local church staff and volunteers. 

 'Remember to call the church office if a member 

of your family becomes ill or enters the hospital. 

 

According to one account of 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ 
called the Great Commission, 
he told the disciples to do 
several things. Which of the 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
instructions?  
 

A. Make disciples  
B. Perform miracles  
C. Teach  
D. Baptize  
 

Answer: B (See Matthew 28:19-20) 

Saturday, May 18 th  
Whitaker Park  

Pryor , Oklahoma.  
Open to al l Chili Masters in Mayes County 

Public and p rivate  
$20 Entry Fee per team/ Taster Kit, $5.00  

1st Place each class: $100 
Church Class- Business Class ς Open Class with beans 

Open Class no beans- 
/ƻƻƪǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΥ фΥол ς Turn in chili sample at noon 
to judges.     OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AT NOON. 

Must cook on site.  No pre-made chili. 
To choose your site at the park and for more 
information, call Donnie at Sertoma 918-825-2572. 

Our House 

The beauty of a house is harmony. 
The security of a house 
is loyalty. 
The joy of a house is 
love. . .  
The rule of a house is 
service. 
The comfort of a house 
is in contented spirits. 
The maker of a house, a 
real human house, is 
God himself, the same 
who made the stars 

and built the world.  --Frank Crane



Pentecost Passion 
Nineteenth-century evangelist 
Dwight L. Moody was walking 
down a New York City street, 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ƘŜΩŘ 
ƘŜŀǊŘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
what God can do with a man who is 
ǿƘƻƭƭȅ ȅƛŜƭŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦέ  
 

Suddenly Moody felt a great 
ȅŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ άh DƻŘΣ 
ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴΗέ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ 
ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
with heartfelt passion to reach lost 
people that he had to stop at a 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ to rest.  
 

In Birth of the Body, Ray Stedman 
says this is what Luke is talking 
about when he describes the 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΦ ά²ƘŜƴ WƻƘƴ 
the Baptist predicted that Jesus 
would come and baptize with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire, he meant 
that there would be an 
unexplainable passion about the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ  
 

As we feel the Pentecost passion, 
ƭŜǘΩǎ ȅƛŜƭŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƘƻƭƭȅ ǘƻ DƻŘ 
and see what he does with us!    

Youth Schedule for May 
Camp άAngel Treeέ- support your 

camper with letters during the 
week of camp. 

 

Honoring Graduates- We will be 
honoring Chelsea Arnold during 

Sunday Morning Services on May 
19th. 

 

All Church Skate on May 26th 
2:00 ς 4:00 PM 

Anyone can skate, however if 
under age 12, please have a parent 

or older adult with them.  

The Monday Morning Prayer Group 

Reflections on Prayer  
"We are labourers together wƛǘƘ DƻŘΧά 
(1 Corinthians 3:9)KJV 

We encourage you to join us!  
 A praying church is a spiritually growing 

church. 
  Have you ever considered άǿƻǊƪέ as being 
ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΚ ¢ƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅέ  is an 
ancient monastic saying.   Rick Hamlin, 
author of the book, ¢Ŝƴ tǊŀȅŜǊǎ ¸ƻǳ /ŀƴΩǘ 
Live Without: How to Talk to God About 
Anything, reflected on this concept in a 

devotional. 
    He talked about a recent visit by his twenty-three year old son, William, 
who now lived two thousand miles away.   The visit was wonderful! But Rick 
was saddened when his son left.    Even after doing the morning breakfast 
ŎƘƻǊŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘΦ   IŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ shake that empty aching feeling.  
άL ǿƛǎƘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΣέ Rick 
thought. 
   He went into WilliamΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΣ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŦŦŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΣ 
stripped the sheets, and picked up the used towel.  In some ways, William 
was still a child who left his towel laying on the floor.  As Rick began doing 
the laundry, he reflected that William was now very independent, with a 
ƎƻƻŘ ƧƻōΣ ƴƛŎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΧŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŀƳǇ ǘƻǿŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭoor.  Later, when he 
returned to the bedroom to remake the bed, Rick noticed various books on 
the shelf: childhood books that they had read to William when he was 
young, and grownup books from a much later time chosen by William, 
ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ   DǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀƴΧƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
their children? 
    Rick reflected as he made the bunk-ōŜŘΣ ά{ƻƻƴ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƘƛƳ ǎƻƳŜ 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ LΩŘ ǎŜŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜΩŘ ǊŜŀŘΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΧέ   !ǎ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŦŦŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƻƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ 
bed, he noted, ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ LΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦ  Lǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
with me in cleaning the room, doing laundry, making the bed. The ache 
ƘŀŘ ƭƛŦǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜΧǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ŀƘŜŀŘΦέ 
   Prayer:  
Lord, please, give me work that lets me pray.  Amen. 

    ----Mary Levstik, Monday Morning Prayer Group facilitator 
    

We encourage you to join our prayer group!   We meet Mondays at 11:30 
a.m. for about 45 minutes.   We will be praying from a Prayer List of 
Concerns.  Feel free to bring your lunch.    If you would like to be one of our 
At-Home Prayer Partners, or if you have a prayer request, please contact 
Mary Levstik at 918.825.1484(leave a message telling your request). 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ά²ƻǿέ 
When we are stunned to the place beyond words, when an aspect of life takes 
us away from being able to chip away at something until itõs down to a 
manageable size and then to file it nicely away, when all we can say in 
response is òWow,ó thatõs a prayer. ñAnne Lamott, Help, Thanks, Wow 

 
 



 Lƴ ά²Ƙŀǘ 5ƛŘ IŜ 5ƛŜ CƻǊΚέ ¢ǿƛƭŀ 
Paris reminds us why we observe 
Memorial Day τ and why we 
worship Jesus as our Savior. The 
first verse tells of a 21-year-old 
ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
freedom during World War II. The 
second verse recalls another young 
man, many centuries prior, sent by 
his Father to win eternal freedom 
from sin for the entire world.  
 

The chorus offers this challenge:  
 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘ 
for you and me,  
Made the sacrifice so that we could 
all be free?  
I believe we will answer each to 
heaven  
For the way we spend a priceless 
liberty.  
Look inside and ask the question, 
²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŜ ŦƻǊΚέ  
 

Memorial Day challenges us to live 
so as to honor the sacrifices made 
by members of the military. We 
value our freedom because of the 
heavy price people have paid for it. 
[ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
challenged to live so as to honor 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΦ IŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ 
ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ άǇǊƛŎŜƭŜǎǎ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅέ 
using our blessings to bless others. 

Elders Meeting- 
Elders will meet on Monday, 
May 6th at 6:00 p.m.   All Elders 
currently serving on the board 
are encouraged to attend.  
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Day Celebration, Tuesday May 

7th at 6:00 p.m. for dinner and 

a devotional.  Please bring two 

new Kitchen Towels with you for an exchange.   

Sharing our Blessings 
By the time we count only a few of our 
blessings, we shall be praising the Lord for His 
goodness and mercy and love.   
   Have you counted your blessings this past 
month? Is there something you are thankful 
for?  Jot it down on a note, or shoot me a text 
or email.  We would like to share your 
blessings, so that others will be blessed also. 
.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΩǎ shared this month are: 

    άLΩƳ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦέ /Φ5Φ 
  άLΩƳ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ having a granddaughter come for a visit and blessed with a 
loving family that visits often.έ .Φ ²Φ  
άLΩƳ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƳŜΦέ 
Anon.  
 άLΩƳ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ   ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴΗέ {Φ{Φ 
  άLΩƳ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƛŜŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǇƘŜǿǎΦέ !ΦIΦ 
     ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ΨǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΩΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ 
considered being a blessing to someone?   I recently read of a woman who had 
put on some pounds and was trying hard to lose weight, yet, even as she 
struggled and lost slowly, she was being ridiculed by other people and made 
fun of.  These cruel taunts were very discouraging, and she was still working 
hard to lose the pounds,  but she was almost to the point of giving up.    
Another woman was in the same boat. As she jogged early in the morning she 
passed a man who was jogging as well, and as she passed him, he called out, 
άYŜŜǇ ƛǘ ǳǇΗ {ƻƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀ млέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ сл ƭōǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǎƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ Řƻǿƴ ƻǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƘŜǊ ƎƻŀƭΣ ǎƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘt 
of these encouraging words.   
Cruel words can hurt us and leave us scarred.  We, unfortunately, do not have 
an armor plate that allows us to deflect hurtful comments and words.  
However, just as cruel words can scar us, encouraging words can lift us up, 
keep us going when we are struggling. Not just with weight, as with these two 
women, but with anything where one might need to hear encouraging words.    
The next time you see someone, whether they be working out, on the job, 
shopping at the grocery store,  walking or jogging in the park,   give them an 
encouraging smile and  pass on an encouraging word and you will be a 
blessing!  Share a blessing today!--- Sherry 



 
Letters �± Letters - Letters 

Letters, We got Letters! 
Dear FCPC, 
 Your kindness is special�sand so are you!  Thanks so much for the use of your clothes 
racks.  We truly appreciate it. God bless all of you! �r First Free Will Baptist Church, 
Tony & Joyce Smith. 
 

Dear Sew Much Love , 
Thanks a Bunch for all  you do!   Ladies, Thank you for the baby quilt for my 
granddaughter, Corinne Vera Dinsmore.  I am looking forward to delivering it to her 
and wrapping her in the blanket made with love.   I appreciate all the work you do for 
this ministry, that I think is the best  -- �J�L�Y�L�Q�J���D���E�O�D�Q�N�H�W���P�D�G�H���Z�L�W�K���*�R�G�n�V���O�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���W�L�H�G 
with prayers is a blessing to the receiver-  Collene Dinsmore 

    
April 19th found the Youth Group 
traveling to the Picture in Scripture 
Amphitheatre in Disney, Ok.  for 
the 'Kings and Queens Concert 
Tour' featuring Christian groups 
Audio Adrenaline, Group 1 Crew, 
Seventh Day Slumber, and Manic 
Drive. These groups can be heard 
locally on FM radio stations KXOJ 
and also on Air 1.     Even though 
Audio Adrenaline has won two 
Grammy Awards and multiple Dove 
Awards, they intensely keep their 
focus on their mission of sharing 
the love of Jesus Christ. Their 
newest song,  "Kings and Queens", 
focuses on the 'less fortunate' 
children of the world.   
                'Kings and Queens' 
ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ǎƘƻŜƭŜǎǎ ŦŜŜǘΣ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ 
eyes looking back at me, will we 
leave behind the innocent to 
grieve?   On their own, on the run, 
when their lives have only begun; 
these could be our daughters and 
our sons. And just like a drum, I can 
hear their hearts beating, I know 
my God won't let them be 
defeated, Every child has a dream 
to belong and be loved. 
      Boys become kings, girls will be 
queens, Wrapped in your Majesty: 
When we love, when we love the 
least of these. Then they will be, 
brave and free, shout your name in 
victory, When we love, when we 
love the least of these, (when we 
love the least of these).  
            Break our hearts once again, 
help us to remember when,  we 
were only children looking for a 
friend.  Won't you look around, 
 these are the lives that the world 
has forgotten,  waiting for doors of 
our hearts and homes to open. 

        If not us, who will be Jesus to the least of these.  If not us,  tell me, who will 
be like Jesus to the least of these (like Jesus to the least of these). ¹     ---End lyrics--- 

   Recently, I was told that God has turned His back on America.  I beg to differ. 
If anything, I think WE THE PEOPLE have turned our backs on God.  This would 
have to be measured on an individual basis.  Am I sincerely talking to God 
when I pray, or am I just satisfying my ego by wording a 'nice' prayer. Do I pray 
for my nation and leaders, or do I just complain about them without doing 
anything? Do I 'listen' to God when I'm praying, or do I do all the talking? 
     Our youth are not only the future of our church; they are the future of 
America as well.   We should support our youth by sincere prayer.   To some 
degree, we should even learn from them and take advice from them.  We 
'grownups' get satisfied and set in our ways.   The youth are constantly and 
consistently searching for new things.  Trying 'new things', as Anna said in her 
sermon.  ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ϦƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǎƘΦέ   Yeah, 
maybe we adults could learn some new things too.   I'm just saying........ 
¹Juan Otero/ Joel Parisien/ Chuck Butler/ ©Simply Complex Music 

 

New Building Ribbon Cutting  
Ceremony, April 8th, and New Building 
Dedication & Celebration Sunday, 
April 14th, 2013.  Franklin Presbyterian 
Church, Franklin, Kentucky held a ribbon 
cutting celebration for their new building 
and renovation on Monday, April 8th, with 
the Franklin-Simpson Chamber of 
Commerce presiding.   The building was 

dedicated on Sunday, April 14th.   A potluck lunch and special music, featuring 
the hammer dulcimer, violin and guitar was provided.  A special invitation and 
note was sent from Pastor Katie Strednak-Singer to FCPC  which read: ά[ƻǾŜ 
you all!!!, You taught me what it means to be church together ς so I wanted to 
share this joy with youΦέ  Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ [ƻǾŜΣ YŀǘƛŜΦ    Send Congratulations to 
Franklin Presbyterian Church, 201 N. College St., Franklin, Kentucky, 42134.     


